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serving, was severely defeated by the Christians at Las'
Navas de Tolosa This weakened the Almohads, whose
power ui Morocco was on the wane, and enabled the
Arab leaders in Andalusia to drive them out, thereby
exchanging Moslem for Christian bondage, for the
rulers of Castile and Aragon soon occupied Valencia,
Murcia, Seville, and Cordoba By 1260 only the king-
dom of Granada, ruled by the Bem Nasyr, survived,
and the ruler even of that great and prosperous king-
dom, which was reinforced by hundreds and thousands
of refugees from the fallen Arab states, was compelled
to pay the Christians tribute
The relations between Arabs and Spaniards had as a
rule been reasonably amicable when they lived to-
gether It must be realized that many Moslem
inhabitants In the Arab states were of Christian origin
and many others had remained faithful to the Christian
religion Now that Christian arms had prevailed, the
Moslems were not, It would seem, universally perse-
cuted, but none the less it was natural that all those
who possibly could do so should retire to Granada, a
kingdom which, on account of its remarkable fertility,
could support an enormous population The plain of
the Vega round Granada, for Instance, was of unparal-
leled agricultural value, and the industrious Moors
knew well how to exploit its worth
It may seem remarkable that this wealthy Moslem
kingdom could endure for over two hundred years
though entirely surrounded on the landward side by
Christian territory The fact of the matter is that the
Andalusians were still brave and skilful soldiers
'Caballeros Granadinos; aunque Moros hijos d'algo,9 the
Christian knights remarked in their chivalrous way